CURRENT POLICY

NEW POLICY

Section 10-11.2. Use of School Property Generally; use of school property by
youth-oriented and community organizations; limits on use; charges for use;
superintendent to develop regulations. — A. Suffolk Public Schools are primarily
designed and constructed to support the educational programs of the school division.




However, the School Board permits the use of school property upon such terms and
conditions that will not impair the efficiency of the schools.

B. The School Board provides reasonable and appropriate access to school property by
youth-oriented and community organizations such as the Boy Scouts of America and Girl
Scouts of the USA, including their volunteers and staff, to distribute and provide
instructional materials in order to encourage participation in such organizations and their
activities. Any such access provided during the school day must not conflict with
instructional time. Such access may also include after-school sponsored activities such
as “Back to School” events, where it can be reasonably accommodated.

C. The School Board prohibits the use of school property when:

(1)  Classes are in session.

(2)  The use would likely result in violation of any existing local, state or
federal law.

(3)  The use conflicts with school functions or other previously approved
uses in any manner.

(4) The request for use is not signed by a person who is 21 years of age
or older who resides in the City of Suffolk and an active member of
the requesting organization.

(5)  The described use would conflict with a policy, procedure, or the
mission of Suffolk Public Schools.

(6) The previous use of facilities by the applicant was not satisfactorily
completed or this Policy and/or its accompanying Regulation were
violated.

(7) It is determined by school officials that the proposed use would result
in an unacceptable risk to persons or school property.

(8) The applicant organization has engaged or is engaging in conduct
that is in violation of local, state, or federal law.

(9)  The applicant organization promotes the use of alcohol, tobacco,
nicotine, vapor or related products, illegal substances, cannabis or
related paraphernalia, or improper use of firearms.

(10) The applicant provides false information, misrepresentation, or
omission of any facts in the Application (facility use request) and/or
other required documents.

D. The School Board authorizes charges and fees for use of school property. These
charges are designed not to limit or prohibit use, but to protect citizens from expenditures
of public money appropriated for classroom instruction and for other purposes.

E. The school superintendent is authorized to promulgate regulations to implement this
policy as needed and will establish a priority of use, a fee rate structure if applicable, and
rules for use. The school superintendent will also report to the School Board at the end
of each month actions taken under this policy.

Legal Authority - Virginia Code §§ 22.1-79.3, 22.1-131, 22.1-132, 22.1-132.01.



